
The following excerpts were taken from The Tech Brief prepared by the
Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration and Transportation
Reseach Board (TRB) Paper #05-1234.

“Heavy Vehicle stability and control problems contribute to the
“work” of driving a truck, inducing fatigue due to the often
continuous amount of driver steering corrections needed to
counteract the unstable behavior of the castered truck wheels.  The
physical workload associated with “fighting” the steering wheel in
cross winds is particularly fatiguing to neck and shoulder muscles.
There was a need to determine whether a technology that lessened
this physical workload on drivers would result in less fatigue.  The
technology that best fulfilled this requirement and was tested in
the pilot study was the Howard Power Center Steering system.”
(Precision Steer Wheel Control System).  (TRB Paper #05-1234)

“Among all FMT technologies deployed however, drivers were
significantly more enthusiastic about the benefits of the Howard
Power Center Steering® and Safetrack®….”

(FMCSA Tech Brief)

River City Products,Inc. - Comment:

It is obvious from the answers and comments that several of the drivers did
not understand how to use the Howard Power Center Steering system. This
situation may have occurred due to lack of adequate training or the time
span between training and the commencement of the test.

The trucks used in the test were taken at random from a fleet of in-service
used trucks, and equipped with the Howard Power Center Steering System.
This resulted in higher forces when turning around curves in the highway.
This would not happen when the Power Center Steering system is  installed
on new trucks at the factory, because the new power steering gear would be
produced to have lighter steering forces to compensate for the very effective
on-center steer wheel stabilizing force of the Howard Power Center Steering
System.
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